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3

‘BEFORE YOU SUBMIT’ – CHECKLIST
Please ensure you complete everything in this list before you submit your application.

Does your application have a title?

Is your CV fully completed?
Have you added all your publications and research outputs with a full author list?
Have your supporting roles completed their tasks?
Is your research abstract correctly structured?
Are your costs completely justified?
Have you completed the required uploads?
Is your research proposal within the word limit?
Is your Host Institution ready to approve your application?
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1.

Purpose of these guidelines

These guidelines explain what we’re looking for in a Programme Award application to our
Population Research Committee. The Population Research Committee considers applications
to the following funding schemes:
Population Research Programme Awards
Population Research Project Awards
Population Research Postdoctoral Fellowships
If you’re not sure which kind of funding to apply for, please email grants helpline, with a short
summary of your research idea. To get your full application right first time, you will need to read
these Application Guidelines (including the eGMS guidelines in section 5) and the Costs
Guidance. You can access these by clicking on the icons below.

eGMS guidelines

Costs Guidance

How to submit an application

Information about
eligible costs

(Section 5 below)

Before you start, please also read our grant conditions for our T&Cs and administrative
guidelines.
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1.2.

About Cancer Research UK

Our vision is to bring forward the day when all cancers are cured. In our research strategy we’ve
outlined our ambition to accelerate the progress of cancer research over the next 20 years, so
that by 2034 three in four people diagnosed with cancer will survive for at least ten years. We
will achieve our ambitions by funding a broad range of high quality research to help us better
understand, prevent, diagnose and treat cancer.

1.3.

About the Programme Awards

Our Population Research Programme Award supports outstanding scientists with
internationally competitive track records. Through the award we provide long-term support for
broad, multidisciplinary population research investigating a programme of interrelated research
questions. We strongly welcome the inclusion of PhD studentships as part of the capacitybuilding element of Programme Award applications.

1.4.

About the Committee

Programme Award application are considered by the Population Research Committee. The
Population Research Committee considers applications in the areas of epidemiology, early
diagnosis and prevention research related to cancer. You can find more information, including
the Committee and Panel membership, on our Population Research Committee webpage.
We have compiled a list of 25 resources to help you develop a great population research
proposal. We recommend you consult this list when starting to put together a proposal for
consideration by the Population Research Committee.

2. SCHEME GUIDELINES
2.1.

Scientific remit

What is suitable for the Population Research Programme Awards?
You can apply for a Population Research Programme Award in any (or more than one) of the
research areas in table 1, as long your research proposal is cancer-relevant and clearly
articulates the cancer-related question you’re focusing on. Depending on its content, we’ll
assign your application to one or more of our relevant Expert Review Panels.
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Table 1
Eligible research areas

Early Diagnosis

Prevention

Epidemiology

•
•
•
•

Cancer symptoms: natural history and awareness
The early diagnosis pathway, including alternative routes to diagnosis
Interventions to increase presentation to primary care or uptake of screening
Screening as a form of early diagnosis

•

Behavioural and lifestyle interventions to prevent cancer (individual or
population level), including prevention of cancer recurrence
Adherence to chemoprevention
Screening as a form of prevention

•
•
•
•
•
•

Classical and health epidemiology, plus survival and incidence rates
Repurposing of existing cohorts for ‘omics’ studies (excluding genetic
epidemiology)
Secondary physical effects of cancer treatment
Methodological and statistical research relating to population sciences

What isn’t suitable for the Population Research Programme Awards?
You should not apply for a Population Research Programme Award if your proposal fits within
the remit of our other funding committees. Take a look here for remits and contact details for
these committees.
We also don’t provide infrastructure support to clinical trials units, tissue banks, or Cancer
Research UK Centres (e.g. existing or new Cancer Research UK Centres infrastructure staff).
Audit and evaluation of existing clinical pathways would also not be considered in in the remit
of our Population Research Committee.

2.2.

Eligibility

The Applicant
You can apply for a Population Research Programme Award if you’re a scientist, clinician or
healthcare worker in a UK university, medical school, hospital or research institution. You
should be fully funded throughout the award.

Although we need one applicant to be named ‘Lead Applicant’ on eGMS for the
purposes of administering the application, Joint Lead Applicants can be added as
supporting roles once the application is opened. The Lead Applicant and Joint Lead Applicant(s)
will be recognised with equal status. For more information on supporting roles please see
section 3.7 below.
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Host Institution
Please contact us to check your Host Institution is eligible.
You can hold a Population Research Programme Award if you’ve had funding from us before,
and we welcome applicants who have held Cancer Research UK Fellowships in the past.
However, you can’t be an active Fellow during the Programme. You also won’t be eligible to
apply if you receive core-funding from a Cancer Research UK Institute.
Please contact the Population Research Committee team with any other eligibility questions.
Applications to other funding bodies
If you are applying to other funding bodies at the same time, please note that we cannot accept
the same application. If you submit an application to Cancer Research UK that is already being
considered by another funding body, your application will not be accepted.
We may consider joint funding with other funding bodies. Please discuss with both Cancer
Research UK and the other funder before you submit an application.

2.3.

What is funded?

There is no set funding amount that you can request on a Population Research Programme
Award. Please contact us about your plans as early as possible to make sure you apply for a
funding amount that’s reasonable for your programme. Programme Awards typically last five
years, subject to annual Scientific Milestone Reporting.
Funding can be used to fund postdoctoral researchers, technical staff and PhD students
(stipend and fees) with associated running costs. The award can be used to fund one coinvestigator or other senior researcher as named research staff as set out in our Policy on
Funding Investigator Salaries. The Award cannot be used to fund your own salary or the salaries
of additional named co-investigators or collaborators. You can also request equipment costing
up to £50,000. Please see costs guidance for information about eligible costs.

2.4. Assessment criteria
The Population Research Committee will judge your proposal on:
•
•
•
•

Scientific excellence – all applications must have a strong scientific rationale to support
the proposed research proposal.
Cancer-relevance, likelihood to advance – value of the proposed work in advancing the
fundamental understanding of cancer or improving how cancer is diagnosed and/or
treated.
Track record – the lead applicant(s) and/or team members should have an excellent
track record and potential to produce outstanding results.
Excellent team and collaborative environment – suitability and feasibility of the Lead
Applicant/s (and supporting roles) to carry out the proposed research with access to the
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resources and facilities required for the successful fulfillment of the Award. It is
important to demonstrate the added value of the proposed collaboration and the
individual contributions, as well as the steps taken to ensure an effective collaboration.
The Panels and Committee will also consider strategic issues relating to the long-term nature
of Programme Awards, such as capacity building and succession planning, as well as the usual
scientific considerations.
Additionally, we are DORA (San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment) signatories. As
such, we are aligned with DORA principles through our commitment to assess the quality and
impact of scientific research through means other than journal impact factors. This means that
our reviewers will:
•

•

Consider the value and impact of all research outputs in addition to research
publications (e.g. preprints, training delivered, contribution to consortia, community
outreach, patents, key datasets, software, novel assays and reagents etc.).
Recognise that the content of a scientific paper and its influence in the field holds more
significance than publication metrics or where it was published.

3. THE APPLICATION PROCESS
3.1.

Process overview

To apply for a new Population Research Programme Award you must contact the Population
Research Committee team to discuss your application first. Please also inform your host
institution that you intend to apply. Your application will only be submitted to us once they
have approved it.
New Population Research Programme Award applications have three application stages:
1. Outline application stage: submission of a 2,000 word outline application in early March
which is considered by the Population Research Committee in May. We suggest the
research proposal follows the structure highlighted in Table 2.
2. Full application stage: If successful you will be invited to submit a full detailed application
to be submitted by June. The application will be peer-reviewed by international experts,
before consideration by the most relevant Expert Review Panel(s). The Panel(s) will provide
comments based on the scientific quality of your application.
3. Interview stage: You will be invited to present to and be questioned by the Population
Research Committee, which will make the final decision on your full application in
November.
If you’re applying to renew your Programme Award you won’t need to submit an outline
application – we’ll contact you to let you know how and when to apply to renew.
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3.2.

eGMS

After contacting us, you can open an application on our online Grants Management system,
eGMS. Please see our eGMS guidelines in section 5 below for information about how to use the
system and submit your application.

3.3.

Uploads overview

You need to upload the following to eGMS in your application for a Population Research Award:
•
•

•
•
•

3.3.1.

Research proposal according to section 3.3.1 of these guidelines.
Key research achievements form - using the template on eGMS, all Lead and Joint
Lead Applicants named on the application should complete their own separate 1
page form and organise for it to be uploaded in eGMS. See section 3.3.2 of these
guidelines.
Appendices and supporting documents according to section 3.3.3 of these
guidelines.
Data sharing form according to section 3.3.4 of these guidelines.
Nominated peer reviewers - Using the template on eGMS, please nominate up to 5
peer reviewers with full contact details. You can also nominate up to two referees
to exclude from the review process, but please justify why. We will decide the final
selection of peer reviewers.

The research proposal

A formal template is not provided for the research proposal. Please use the format described
below.
Throughout the proposal:
•
•
•
•

Use single-line spaced text, in Calibri font, pt 11, black.
Number all pages
Show the surname and initials of the Lead Applicant in a header or footer on all
pages
Do not exceed the following word limits. Word limits exclude figures, figure legends,
references and the justification section.

Part A (Renewing Programme Award applicants only)
Research Summary: up to 2,500 words describing the major achievements during your
Cancer Research UK funding.
Part B (Renewing Programme Award applicants only)
Research Outputs: a list of all publications and other research outputs from your group
during your Cancer Research UK funding, with separate sections for papers, datasets,
software and codes, preprints and book chapters/reviews. Please list your citations:
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•
•
•
•

In chronological order;
Showing clearly which have resulted from work led by Cancer Research UK
funded staff, and which have arisen from collaboration with non-Cancer Research
UK funded staff;
Listing all authors, with Cancer Research UK funded staff (both current and past)
in bold;
With ‘(CRUK/A###, where A### is the CRUK grant number) written after citations
for publications that have arisen from Cancer Research UK support.

For example:
Davill FL, Reynolds LE, Easteal C. Amazing piece of ground-breaking science. Science;
11:2058-60, 2014 (CRUK/A1043)
Please also provide lists of:
•
•
•
•

Any patents that have resulted from the Cancer Research UK funded work
Any reagents that have been commercialised
Any collaborative projects (with industry or other appropriate bodies)
Membership of expert groups, societies etc.

Any other achievements over the past 5 years (e.g. numbers of PhDs and medical doctorates
etc.)
Part C (all applicants)
Research Proposal: up to 7,000 words. We suggest you use the structure in Table 2. You
should upload your research proposal to eGMS under ‘Research Proposal’.

Table 2
Contents of research proposal
•
•

Purpose

•

•

Background

Briefly state the objectives of your proposed work
Describe the significance of the results you plan to obtain. In particular, the
relevance of your expected results to cancer – for example, any future clinical
application or impact on policy and practice.
State the major outputs you hope to achieve from your proposed work. Include
a description of your vision for future research that may lead on from your
work.
Summarise your current and other published work and other work relating to
your research proposal, including your major achievements over the last 5
years

If you’re completing Part A, you can incorporate your published work in that section.
You can include additional background in the Research Proposal, but please don’t
provide duplicate information.
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We suggest you divide your research plan into objectives. For each objective state:
•
•
•

The research question
Experimental methods, techniques and analyses that you will use to test your
hypothesis. Refer to your own published work or indicate the availability of
appropriate expertise for these methods
Any available unpublished research findings or methodologies supporting your
research proposal (please include these in the text, not as an appendix). You
might include manuscripts in press or preprints to support your proposal.

Briefly describe what the major achievements of your research will be, if the
programme is successful.

Research Plan

Include details on the methodology and analysis you’ll use. If you’ll use clinical data
or other methods generating high volume data, include details of the bioinformatics
support and statistical analysis you’ll use. Provide any patient information sheets etc.
For each research question:
•
•
•
•

Name the variables and describe the values;
State the numbers of samples that you’ll include in each analysis, describing
what you can achieve with this number of samples;
Include (where appropriate) the associated level of statistical power;
Suggest any potential limitations;

Clarify other relevant details (e.g. prevalence rates for biomarkers, numbers of events
in clinical outcomes, length of follow-up for clinical outcomes). If you’ll use nonstandard or non-well-known methods, include a full copy of each measure in the
appendix of your application.
If you’re requesting funding for an additional arm for, or a sub-study to, an existing
trial, provide full details on the main trial and an update on its progress within your
application (either in your research proposal or as an appendix).
Not included in word count

Timescale and
potential
problems

•
•

Provide a table to indicate milestones and schematic (e.g Gantt chart) to outline
timescales for each part of the research proposal
List potential logistic or scientific problems and suggest solutions or alternative
plans

Not included in word count
•

References

•

Give full details of any references, including authors, publication year, title and
journal name, volume, page numbers. We won’t accept shortened references.
Number your references in the order in which they appear in the text, and list
them in the Vancouver style (as outlined by the US National Library of
Medicine).
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Not included in word count
Please see costs guidance for information about eligible costs.

Justification
for support
requested

•
•

Justify each cost listed in the ‘Costs’ section of your eGMS application (staff
costs, running expenses, equipment, animal costs etc. Where possible, please
state which project aim/work package the cost relates to.
If you’re requesting multiple staff describe how these staff will work across the
different components of your research programme throughout the award. For
PhD students, please tell us how the project is suitable for doctoral training.

If you anticipate costs in the second or subsequent years of your grant that aren’t
costed in year 1, please note them here.

3.3.2. Key research achievements upload
Key Research Achievements – here you’ll need to highlight your 3-5 key research
achievements, including both research outputs (e.g. preprints, training delivered, contribution
to consortia, community outreach, patents, key datasets, software, novel assays and reagents
etc.) and publications that are of particular relevance to your application. You can write up to
one page, describing what you have discovered/developed, why it’s important and what its
impact and influence have been in your field.
Please note that each Lead Applicant, including Joint Lead Applicants, named on the
application will each need to complete their own separate one-page Key Research
Achievements form and organise for their separate form to be uploaded with their respective
name included in the header or footer on all relevant pages.
3.3.3. Appendices and supporting documents
We encourage you to submit any relevant documents or supplementary information to support
your application (e.g. questionnaires, copies of informed consent sheets and progress reports
of main trials/studies). You might also include unpublished results or preprints to support your
application. We may not share all supplementary information with the Committee.
3.3.4. Data sharing form
Using the data management/sharing template on eGMS, please complete all the sections that
are relevant to your application. There are some guidelines and FAQs to help you do this, and
for reference you can access a blank version of the template here. Make sure you read our data
sharing policy, which requires you to make your research data available for sharing with other
scientists, provided it is safe and feasible to do so.
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The Committee will consider your Data Sharing Plan when they make funding decisions. If your
application is successful, we’ll monitor your progress against your Data Sharing Plan as part of
our annual grant review process.
PRC is the only Cancer Research UK Committee that requires a data sharing form – that’s
because it’s extremely important to share data from cohort and epidemiological studies.
Because of this, you can leave the ‘Data Sharing Plan’ section of your eGMS application blank.
If you have questions, please contact us.

3.4. Clinical trials
If you’d like to apply for funding for a clinical trial, please liaise with a Clinical Trials Unit Clinical
Trials Unit (CTU) when you write your proposal. If appropriate, we’ll expect you to access NCRN
infrastructure resource within the relevant Research Networks to support your research. We
recommend you begin discussions with these networks at the earliest opportunity, and
definitely before submitting an application. Please include a statement in your application to
tell us how far you’ve got with these discussions.
There are a number of NCRI Groups that are relevant to the Population Research Committee’s
remit. We recommend you contact the Chair of the relevant group as early as possible before
you apply. When making funding decisions, the Population Research Committee will probably
send your application to the relevant NCRI Group(s) for their comments on how your work will
fit with the Group’s research portfolio. If you’re successful, your study will be added to the
NCRN portfolio, and may access NCRN resources.

3.5.

Ethical approval

If you plan to involve patients, patient tissue or patient information in your research, you’ll need
to get ethical approval. It’s your and your Host Institution’s responsibility to make sure you
comply with all legal requirements and ethics approval. We understand that you’ll generally
need to confirm funding arrangements before you can get ethical approval. However, you will
need to provide us with written evidence that all ethical and regulatory [1] approval has been
obtained as soon as possible, and at the latest by the time of submitting your first Scientific
Milestone Report. Please bear this in mind when you propose a start date for your award.

[1]

e.g. sponsorship, MHRA approval, Clinical Trial Authorisation (CTA) approval, insurance or indemnity arrangements, data

protection registration, honorary contracts with the appropriate NHS Trust(s) and Trust R&D approval for each site in which the
research will be conducted.
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3.6. Costs information specific to the Population Research Awards
This section contains costs guidance specific to the Population Research Awards. You should
read this section along with our eGMS guidelines, which give information about how to fill in
the costs section of eGMS, and with Cancer Research UK’s costs guidance.
Table 3
Costs information
You can request funding for non-clinical PhD students through Programme
Awards. Our costs guidance details Cancer Research UK’s allowance for PhD
students. This is a fixed sum for all Cancer Research UK funded PhD students.
However, please contact us about the running expenses of your studentship –
PRC grantees in the past have required less funding due to the nature of PRC
research.

PhD students

NHS support
costs for
randomised
controlled trials

3.7.

PhD studentships funded through Programme Awards must be guaranteed
support for four years and must fall within the duration of the award. This means
that for standard-length Programme Awards (60 months), you’ll need to recruit
any proposed PhD students in the first year of the award. We don’t pay overseas
fees or part-fund studentships, so any PhD student funded through the
Programme Awards must be fully funded through the award. We’ll give you this
funding in one instalment in the first year of the award.
If you plan to involve patients, and/or if your research will be conducted within
the NHS, we expect the DH/NHS to support your research but meeting any
associated costs for patient care. It’s your responsibility to inform the relevant
NHS Trust R&D office(s) of any support they’ll need to give you. Please discuss
your application with them at the earliest opportunity, and you must indicate
in your research proposal that you’ve notified the relevant providers. Please
update us on the status of these discussions throughout the application
process.

Supporting roles specific to the Programme Award

Table 4 shows the supporting roles that can be added to your Population Research Programme
Award application, and the tasks they will need to complete in eGMS. Our eGMS guidelines in
section 5 describe the supporting roles and explain how to fill in that section of eGMS.
Table 4
Supporting roles
Administrative
support

•

Complete the ‘Agree to participate’ task in eGMS
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•
•
•

Complete the ‘Agree to participate’ task in eGMS
Complete the ‘Collaborate on application’ task and submit a CV to
eGMS
Contribute at least 2.5 hours per week to your research

Collaborator

•

Complete the ‘Agree to participate’ task in eGMS

Lead applicant

•
•

Complete the ‘Complete full application’ task
Contribute at least 10 hours per week to your research

•
•

Complete the ‘Agree to participate’ task
Complete the ‘Collaborate on application‘ task and submit a CV to
eGMS

•
•

Complete the ‘Agree to participate’ task in eGMS
Complete the ‘Collaborate on application‘ task and submit a CV to
eGMS
Contribute at least 10 hours per week to your research

Co-investigator

Named research
staff

Joint lead
applicant

•

3.8. Feedback
Feedback on your application will be provided, but please remember that all funding decisions
made by the Committee are final.
Our Research Funding team provide feedback. Committee members cannot discuss their
decisions with applicants, so please do not approach any Committee members directly. This
allows our Committee members to keep the Code of Practice for Funding Committees, which
protects applicants, Committee members and external reviewers, and keeps our review process
fair. Our review process is extremely important to us, so we reserve the right to decline
applications from anyone who compromises its integrity.
We do not accept resubmissions, unless recommended by the Committee.

4. APPENDICES
4.1.

Useful contacts

Once you have read these guidelines, please contact us at prc@cancer.org.uk for more
information or to start an application for a Population Research Award.
For help with your application, please contact grants helpline (020 3469 5452).
Please read our 25 resources to help you develop a great population research proposal for
further guidance which you may find helpful.
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